
 

 
 

 

        29th January 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers,  

Home Learning Update 

Thank you for your support and resilience during this period of home learning, 

which we now know will continue until at least 8th March. Many of you are trying to juggle 

working, working from home and home learning children. We acknowledge the pressures 

that this puts you under. Unfortunately, the increased volume of learning that is now 

expected is a Government directive. KS2 must be given at least 4 hours learning per day, 

and KS1 given 3 hours. 

Staff are working incredibly hard to ensure that your child is supported with 

their home learning. The system we have in operation currently is that one teacher in 

each year group is managing the home learning, whilst the other teacher is in school 

teaching children. The teacher supporting home learning is available via email and in Y4-

Y6 via teams. They are happy to have a conversation with you if you need further 

assistance or to give extra teaching and guidance to your child to aid understanding.  

The teacher needs to see some evidence that your child has done some work each day. 

Please assist your child in doing this or check that it has been done if your child is in Y4-

Y6 and uploading it themselves. The teacher will give feedback to your child on 

submitted work. Sometimes this will involve doing corrections or editing work just as 

they would do in the classroom. 

We know that establishing a routine at home is important. The children need to 

know that it is not a weekend or a holiday; that they are expected to be learning just as 

they would if they were physically coming to school. Therefore, it is important that your 

child gets up at the same time that they do for school; and that they have the same 

bedtime.  

We acknowledge that none of this is easy and that everyone is doing their best 

in very difficult circumstances. Please let us know if your child or you are unwell as this 

will obviously impact on the amount of work that can be achieved.  

As you will be aware we have recently had a significant number of positive cases 

within school. Many of these children were asymptomatic or displaying symptoms other 

than those widely publicised. The new variant does not tend to have a loss of smell or 

taste but instead can give a sore throat, cough, headache, fatigue, muscle ache and 

fever.  

If your child’s bubble is not closed, and has not been identified as a close 

contact to a positive case, please make use of the community testing facility at the 

Pavilion in order that we can identify any asymptomatic children and prevent the spread 

of the virus. Tests can be booked twice a week. Please let us know if your child goes for 

a test and the result so that we can keep track of the health of our school family. 

All staff in school are now also completing these tests twice weekly. 

If your child is attending school because you are a key worker or your child 

comes under the vulnerable category (they are having difficulty accessing home 

learning) then please can we remind you that only one adult per family should be coming 

onto our premises and they should be wearing a mask. The Government guidance is that  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

‘Children with at least one parent or carer who is a critical worker can go to school or 

college if required, but parents and carers should keep their children at home if they 

can.’   If you are a key worker but are able to home school then this will reduce the 

number of children that we have in school. 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health week. The theme this year is ‘Expressing 

Yourself’. Expressing yourself is about finding ways to share feelings, thoughts, or 

ideas, through creativity. This could be through art, music, writing and poetry, dance and 

drama, photography and film, and doing activities that make you feel good. 

It’s important to remember that being able to express yourself is not about being the 

best at something or putting on a performance for others. It is about finding a way to 

show who you are, and how you see the world, that can help you feel good about yourself. 

This  link provides some ideas- https://www.childrensmentalhealthweek.org.uk/parents-

and-carers/ 

 Five Lamps and Little Sprouts Health and Well-being have come together to 

provide help for the Thornaby community. They have packs of pens, paper and other 

stationary available free of charge to help children with school work. They are available 

to collect next week from The Hub on Havelock Street on Tuesday and Thursday from 

11.30-13.30. They will also be ‘popping up’ on Monday 8th February where you can collect a 

pack from South Thornaby Community Centre from 9.30-10.15 and Redcar Road 10.30-

11.15. 

We can also provide additional books for your child to use if the one they have is 

becoming full. 

If you are entitled to Free School Meals, the next fortnight’s vouchers will be 

sent by email early next week. 

We look forward to the return of the Year 2 and Year 3 key worker groups on 

Monday 1st February. School has been very empty without you. 

 Whilst we all continue to manage ‘as best we can’ in these difficult times please 

remember we are here to help in whatever way we can. Contact us by email via the class 

teacher or on admin@thornaby.dalesmat.org or via telephone. 

 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs E Hughes-Narborough 
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