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Intent 

       At Thornaby Church of England Primary School we believe that a quality Literacy 

(English) curriculum should develop children’s love of reading, writing and discussion. We 

aim to inspire an appreciation of our rich and varied literary heritage and a habit of 

reading widely and often. We recognise the importance of nurturing a culture where 

children take pride in their writing, can write clearly and accurately and adapt their 

language and style for a range of contexts. We want to inspire children to be confident in 

the art of speaking and listening and who can use discussion to communicate and further 

their learning. 

       We believe that children need to develop a secure knowledge-base in Literacy, which 

follows a clear pathway of progression as they advance through the primary curriculum. 

We believe that a secure basis in literacy skills is crucial to a high-quality education and 

will give our children the tools they need to participate fully as a member of society.  

Our overall aim is to develop the skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing. The 

acquisition of these skills will equip our children to become lifelong learners that enable 

them to function effectively in the world of work and society as a whole. 
 

Implementation 

Teaching and Learning 

We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in English lessons, as recommended by 

the National English Strategy. Our principal aim is to develop children’s knowledge, skills, 

and understanding in English. We do this through a daily lesson that has a high proportion of 

whole-class and group teaching. Some lessons may take an entirely different format as is 

appropriate for the activity and the children. They have the opportunity to experience a 

wide range of texts and visual media and use a range of resources such as dictionaries, 

thesauruses and individual whiteboards to support their work. Children use ICT in English 

lessons where it enhances their learning, as in drafting their work and using multimedia to 

study how words and images are combined to convey meaning.  

Wherever possible we encourage children to use and apply their learning in other areas 

of the curriculum. 

There are children of differing ability in all classes at Thornaby C of E Primary School. 

We recognise this fact and provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by 

matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a 

range of strategies. In some lessons we do it through differentiated group work, while in 

other lessons we ask children to work from the same starting point before moving on to 

develop their own ideas.  We use teaching assistants to support some children and to enable 
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work to be matched to the needs of individuals along with peer support and varied 

resources. Staff have high expectations that all children can achieve their full potential. 

The aims of English are to:  

1. Develop speaking and listening skills. 

 To enable children to speak clearly and audibly in ways which take account of their 

listeners. 

 To encourage children to listen with concentration in order to be able to identify the 

main points of what they have heard. 

 To enable children to adapt their speech to a wide range of circumstances and 

demands. 

 To develop children’s abilities to reflect on their own and others’ contributions and 

the language used. 

2. Instil an interest in reading for both purpose and enjoyment, to use the knowledge gained 

from reading to develop their understanding of language, its structure and presentation 

through a range of genre. To develop confident, enthusiastic readers. 

 

Reading  

Through-out school, Guided Reading takes place on a daily basis and our aim is for the 

children to be listened to by an adult at least once a week, this starts in Reception (when 

they are ready). This is when a group of readers read with the teacher, teaching assistant 

or a member of our reading team to read, share and discuss a book. We also have some 

whole class reading sets which allow the whole class to read the same book at the same 

time. Sometimes the teacher will read as the children follow or an individual, small group or 

even the whole class may read aloud at once. The children could also read some pages on 

their own. The book can then be discussed and studied, and activities may be completed 

about the book.  

         Paired reading is also encouraged. This is where two children read to each other and 

ask questions about the book and discuss what they have read. The children may also 

receive some time during the week, to read silently, answer questions or complete activities 

about a book or share a book. 

        

Guided Reading 

         Guided Reading should take place every week for all children from Reception to Year 6 

- this should not necessarily be their reading books. 

The children who are not working with the teacher or T.A should be doing independent 

Reading/ Grammar/ handwriting/spelling type activities. 

         All children should have a reading book in school. As soon as they are able, they start 

the Reading Scheme. A record is kept each time they get a new book. Children should move 

onto the next level as soon as they are ready, they do not have to read every single book. 

   Children in our school should be heard read their reading book as much as possible 

and at least once a week. Teachers should check they are on the correct level and that they 
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have a record of the books they have read/changing their books frequently. Priority 

reader’s should be identified as those who do not access reading at home and also less able 

readers. The school has a Lending Library in each key stage, which can be accessed by all 

children. They are able to take one or two books home from the library as they wish. 

Phonic awareness helps the development of reading by segmenting and blending sounds 

and the children will be heard reading regularly, both individually and in groups. Our guided 

reading sessions cover a wide variety of both fiction and non-fiction books and help to 

advance the children’s comprehension skills. Parents are given reading guidance and clear 

expectations about reading at home. 

 

Writing 

          We aim for our children to acquire the skills necessary to communicate clearly and 

precisely through the written word; using the conventions of English grammar, 

punctuation and accurate spelling.  

 To foster the enjoyment of writing, and a recognition of its value. 

 To enable children to write with accuracy and meaning in narrative and non-fiction. 

 To use appropriate English language vocabulary to communicate ideas. 

 To increase the children’s ability to use planning, drafting and editing to improve 

their work. 

 We encourage children to consider carefully the appropriate medium of presenting     work. 

 To develop a neat cursive script  

We provide opportunities throughout the curriculum where children can apply key skills to 

enhance their understanding of English concepts. 

 Each classroom will have displays to reinforce aspects of spelling and grammar. 

 Everything that is taught with regards to grammar and punctuation should be 

referred to at other points of writing. 

 Success Criteria should be used as appropriate to support the children in their 

writing 

 Children should receive targets for them to work on which should be referred to 

through the week. 

 Marking should be positive but also inform the children how they can improve their 

work. 

 Across school (Reception to Year 6) one piece of writing will be selected, displayed 

and celebrated as our ‘Writer of the Week’. 

 

Handwriting 

All teachers have high expectations in the presentation of work in all areas of the 

curriculum. Handwriting plays an important part and is taught regularly. This is based on the 

appropriate spelling list for the year group, spelling patterns/phonics children have been 

learning and/or specific letter joins. When children have reached a good standard of 

handwriting in all areas of their work, they are able to use a handwriting pen as long as they 
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can maintain and improve the standard. The presentation of some work may also be done 

through ICT. Staff should endeavour to use a neat cursive style of handwriting in 

school at all times. 

      Each handwriting session is to be dated- short date generally but you may use the long 

date to consolidate previously taught letter formation/joins. 

A short title may be appropriate, e.g. ly join, and this will help the children to understand 

what the focus is. 

      Handwriting should always be marked, and any letters incorrectly formed or joined 

should be highlighted and may well be given to practise at the beginning of the next 

handwriting session. Handwriting sessions should take place for one session a week (some 

Y5/6 may not need it). Additionally, handwriting practise may also take place at other times, 

for example, during intervention. 

       By the time children enter KS2 letter formation should not be an issue, extra 

handwriting homework and/or support should be given if this is not the case 

If they enter Year 5 and they are not joining the majority of the time, again extra support 

needs to be given. A pen should be given to those children that have neat and joined writing 

in ALL work, if this standard declines; the pupil should revert back to pencil.  

We develop writing skills so that our children have the stamina and ability to write at 

the age expected standard. To support children in moving towards independent writing we 

provide a wide range of activities including the use of film and imagery, music, ICT, 

modelled, shared and guided writing, peer assessment and discussion. We provide varied and 

exciting opportunities for writing for purpose and we encourage pupils to see themselves as 

authors and poets. We promote the importance of written work by providing a writing 

purpose and opportunities for children’s writing to be read aloud and listened to by an 

audience. Handwriting, spelling and grammar sessions are regularly incorporated into the 

English lessons. 

Our curriculum closely follows the aims of the National Curriculum for English 2014. 

 

Phonics/Spelling 

      Floppy Phonics is used mainly to teach synthetic phonics through Foundation and Key 

Stage 1 with other teaching aids used to supplement phonic teaching. Records are kept of 

the children’s progress which follow them into KS2 so that any further work can be 

continued. 

      In Foundation stage, key words will be given to the children to learn when appropriate. 

This is continued into KS1 where weekly tests will take place. 

KS2 children will be given weekly spelling rules taken from the Spelling Bank linked to their 

year group. SEN/LA children may still need to learn key words.  

 

These aims are embedded across our literacy lessons and the wider curriculum. We 

have a rigorous and well organised English curriculum that provides many purposeful 

opportunities for reading, writing and discussion, which is celebrated during Collective 
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Worship on a weekly basis. Teachers ensure that cross curricular links with concurrent 

topic work are woven into the programme of study.  

 

The Foundation Stage 

We teach English in the Foundation Stage as an integral part of the school’s work. We 

relate the English aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early 

Learning Goals and Foundation Stage Curriculum Guidance, which underpin the curriculum 

for children aged three to five. We give all children the opportunity: 

 to talk and communicate in a widening range of situations 

 to respond to adults and to each other 

 to listen carefully 

 to practise and extend their vocabulary and communication skills 

 to explore words and texts 

 

Speaking and Listening 

      Children should be practising their speaking and listening skills at all times in school, 

however specific activities need to be considered when planning too. This may be show and 

tell, a debate or a presentation for example. A planned speaking and listening session should 

take place weekly in some area of the curriculum. Children should be taught how to listen 

well from entering the school and this should be regularly reinforced. Children should have 

the opportunity to speak in pairs, groups and to the whole class.  

Remember, if a child can’t say it, they can’t write it. 

 

Equal opportunities 

      All teaching takes full account of the need to provide equal opportunities to children in 

respect of gender, race, religion, the needs of the more able/talented and those children 

with special educational needs. 

 

Curriculum planning 

English is a core subject in the National Curriculum, and we use the English National 

Curriculum 2014 as the basis for implementing the statutory requirements of the 

programme of study for English. 

We carry out the curriculum planning in English in three phases (long-term, medium term, 

short term). The English National Curriculum details what we teach in the long-term, while 

our yearly teaching programme identifies the key objectives in English that we teach with 

purposeful cross-curricular links with other subjects. 

Our medium-term/short term plans give details of the main teaching objectives for 

each unit. These plans define what we teach and ensure an appropriate balance and 

distribution of work across each unit covering a range of genres. These plans include weekly 

short-term planning which details the objectives and the differentiated activities, including 
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support, where appropriate. This is followed through with teacher assessment against the 

learning outcomes. 

 

Contribution of English in other Curriculum areas 

      The skills that children develop in English are linked to, and applied in, every subject of 

our curriculum. The children’s skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening enable them 

to communicate and express themselves in all areas of their work at school. 

  

Impact 

      As a result, we have a community of enthusiastic readers and writers who enjoy 

showcasing their developing literacy knowledge and skills. They are confident to take risks 

in their reading and writing, and love to discuss and share their ideas. 

 

Assessment, recording and reporting 

      We assess children’s work in English by making informal judgements as we observe them 

during each lesson. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher marks the work and 

comments as necessary in line with our marking policy. Each lesson will use some AFL 

methods of assessment and success criteria are regularly used in English. The children’s 

reading level against the reading scheme is assessed half termly. From Foundation Stage 

they are regularly assessed on key words and from Year 2 the children also complete a SAT 

reading test. The children are regularly assessed against the National Curriculum objectives 

in English. Parents are informed about their child’s progress at Parents evening in the 

Autumn term, an open afternoon in the Spring term and an extensive report in the Summer 

term. 

 

Monitoring and Evaluation 

      The curriculum leader and senior leadership team are responsible for monitoring 

standards annually and a full English review is implemented in line with the school’s 

curriculum review cycle. The curriculum leader prepares an annual self-evaluation report 

that feeds into the whole school improvement plan. 

 

Resources 

       There is a range of resources to support the teaching of English across the school. All 

classrooms have dictionaries and a range of age-appropriate small apparatus. All classrooms 

have a selection of fiction and non-fiction texts. Children have access to the internet 

through their classroom computer, laptops, IPad and in the ICT suite. The library contains a 

range of books to support children’s individual research. Resources are audited on a regular 

basis by the subject leader and monies allocated to the purchase of new resources to 

ensure that the curriculum can be delivered in an exciting and stimulating manner. 
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