
 
 

 

Thornaby Church of England Primary School 
Newsletter – Spring term February 2022  

Our Core Value until half term is Hope 
Covid 

As a reminder the main eight symptoms of Omnicom are: scratchy throat leading to a 
hoarse voice, runny nose, sneezing, headache, lower back pain, muscle aches, fatigue, night 
sweats. If your child is showing any of these symptoms, please can we ask that you give them a 
lateral flow test. (If you can not access these, we have a limited number that we can offer). 
Guidance also says that symptoms can appear as early as 2 days after exposure but can also take 
as long as 14 days. I think the mantra is ‘if in doubt then test’. 

If your child has tested positive on a lateral flow test, the advice is to get this confirmed with 
a PCR test. If this is also positive, they will then need to isolate for 10 days. However, if they are 
feeling well before the 10 days are complete, a lateral flow test can be taken on, but not before, 
day 5 and then again, the following day until there are two negative results. At this point the 
isolation can end and your child can return to school. 

If you are positive for Covid but your child remains negative, then they should attend 
school. Guidance is that they should preferably take a daily lateral flow test. 

If your child has tested positive but is not unwell home learning will be provided until they 
return to school. Please email either admin@thornaby.dalesmat.org or your child’s teacher to 
arrange this or call the office on 01642 763060 or via the PSA phone 07375827771. 

Internet Safety 
Next Tuesday 8th February is Safer Internet Day. The theme is ‘All fun and games? Exploring 

respect and relationships online’. Speaking with young people is key to exploring their 
experiences on platforms where they can play games, interact with their peers and others, and 
take part in ‘live’ experiences such as video streaming. These platforms play such an important 
and positive role, providing young people with the means to interact with friends and as a great 
pastime, particularly during lockdowns. However, there are some emerging safety issues in these 
spaces as well as issues young people have been navigating for some time; particularly the lack of 
respect individuals display towards each other, groups ‘ganging up’ against other groups, and 
the sense that it is easy to ‘get away’ with negative behaviour such as meanness, bullying and 
swearing. We need to address these issues so that all young people understand what constitutes 
respectful behaviour online, and know what to do if they encounter hate or bullying directed at 
them or someone else. Please talk to your child about these issues to reinforce the teaching that is 
happening in school so that together we can protect your child when they use the internet. 

Dinners 

All children in Reception, Y1 and Y2 are entitled to a universal free school meal and I would 
encourage you to take advantage of this. We have a three-weekly menu with the option of a hot 
choice or three different types of sandwiches daily. Children select what they would like at the 
beginning of the day. We would encourage all children to take up this entitlement.  

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.15am. This costs £1 per day and payment can be 

made via Parent Pay. There is no need to book in advance. However please do not leave your 
child outside the Reception area before the doors open, as they are unsupervised. 

 Mental Health Week 

Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme is grow well together. This year we 
are asking each class to produce a rainbow with their clothing on Friday 11th February. Your 
child will be asked to come in wearing one of the colours of the rainbow. You will not need to go 
out and buy something new. Your child’s teacher will try to ascertain which children already 
have clothing of each colour and then select the colour they are asked to wear accordingly.  

ParentPay 
If you have still not joined our ParentPay system please do so asap, even if you do not think 

you will need to make a payment soon. Please do it before the letter with the details of how to 
join goes astray. If you have misplaced your joining letter, please contact the school office who  
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will be able to help. All payments made into school from now, including trips, dinners and 
Breakfast Club, will be done via ParentPay.  

Uniform 
Governors will soon be starting a ‘preloved uniform shop’ as many children grow out of 

their uniform long before it is worn out. If you have any uniform that your child has grown out 
of that is still in good condition, please send it into school. Governors will then sort this and will 
arrange a regular day and time when this will be available for purchase at a very low cost or 
donation basis.  

Can we please remind you that all pupils will be expected to wear school uniform. This 
consists of black school shoes, white polo shirt or cotton shirt, red jumper/cardigan/ sweatshirt 
and grey school trousers/pinafore dress/skirt. There have been a number of children who are 
not wearing the correct PE kit to school. Please note that PE kit is a plain white tee shirt (with no 
advertising logos), black or navy shorts or tracksuit bottoms/leggings (again with no stripes or 
logos), and a red school jumper/sweatshirt/cardigan. Please do not send your child to school on 
their PE day wearing non-uniform sportswear.  

Homework 
All children will have weekly spellings or key words, reading which should be to an adult at 

least three times per week, number bonds or times tables, and either English or Maths. This may 
be on paper or via Teams or Seesaw, whichever is more suitable for the activity. 

Half yearly reports 
On Friday 4th March you will receive your child’s half yearly report. This is usually handed 

out at parents’ evenings, however due to the high incidents of covid across school in the last 
couple of weeks we have made the decision to include more detail in these reports instead of 
holding face to face meetings. If you are concerned about any aspect of your child’s report, please 
email the class teacher and request a telephone consultation to discuss your concerns. We are 
hopeful that towards the end of the school year covid will be less prevalent and we can then invite 
you in to see your child’s work/books. 

EY outside area 
In March the EY outdoor space will be revamped over a period of a fortnight due to a 

successful bid to the LA for funding. This will be a very exciting project that will greatly 
improve the learning environment for our youngest pupils. Whilst the work is happening, we 
ask you to be extra vigilant when dropping off and collecting your child from school. 

Emails 
At the current time we are endeavouring to send all correspondence to you via email or 

Marvellous Me. Please can you check your junk box regularly in order that you do not miss vital 
information. If you have got a new phone and have lost your Marvellous Me log-in code please 
request a new one. 

Governor News 
We are delighted to congratulate all those who contributed to the successful bid for funding 

to revamp the Early Years Outdoor Area. It will greatly enhance the learning and play for all the 
Early Years children. WELL DONE! 

The Governors are keen to begin a second-hand uniform shop where used uniform in good 
condition can begin a second life. Please send any uniform in good condition to school. The time 
and place of this shop will be announced when we have gathered enough items of clothing. 
Thank you. 

Holidays 

We break up for the Spring half term on Friday 18th February. The last remaining 
Professional Development day will be on Monday 28th February. This means that the children 
will return after half term on Tuesday 1st March. The Easter holidays begin on Saturday 9th April 
and end on Sunday 24h April. Friday 27th May will be our day in lieu of the Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee and has been added on to the start of May half term. Our final PD Day will be Friday 

July 1st and the final day of the summer term is Thursday 21st July.  
 
Mrs Elaine Hughes-Narborough  Head teacher   

 
 


