
 
 

 

Thornaby Church of England Primary School 
Newsletter – Spring term March 2022  

Our Core Value until the end of the summer is Forgiveness 
Covid 

This week on Tuesday, our first day back, we had our first Collective Worship all together 
for nearly two years to celebrate Shrove Tuesday. It was an emotional occasion with the roof 
nearly lifting off with the amazing singing. We will continue to remain vigilant with regards to 
covid within school. We ask you to do this too. As a reminder the main eight symptoms of 
Omnicom are: scratchy throat leading to a hoarse voice, runny nose, sneezing, headache, lower 

back pain, muscle aches, fatigue, night sweats. If your child is showing any of these symptoms, 
please can we ask that you give them a lateral flow test and keep them at home until they have 
recovered. Guidance remains that a negative lateral flow on day 5 and day 6 mean that the 
person is no longer infectious and can return to school. If your child has tested positive but is not 
unwell home learning will be provided until they return to school. Please email either 
admin@thornaby.dalesmat.org or your child’s teacher to arrange this or call the office on 01642 
763060 or via the PSA phone 07375827771. 

Internet Safety 
Following our Safer Internet Day please can we ask that you remain vigilant regarding your 

child’s access to the internet. Parental controls should be added to phones, laptops and tablets, 
particularly if your child is using these devices in their bedroom or out of your sight.  

Game platforms provide young people with the means to interact with friends and as a great 
pastime. However, there are some emerging safety issues in these spaces particularly the lack of 
respect individuals display towards each other, groups ‘ganging up’ against other groups, and 
the sense that it is easy to ‘get away’ with negative behaviour such as meanness, bullying and 
swearing. We need to address these issues so that all young people understand what constitutes 
respectful behaviour online, and know what to do if they encounter hate or bullying directed at 
them or someone else. Please talk to your child about these issues to reinforce the teaching that is 
happening in school so that together we can protect your child when they use the internet. We 
will attach information leaflets to each of our newsletters to offer support. Further advice can be 
found on our website. 

Easter Egg Raffle 
It has been several years since we held our Grand Easter Egg Raffle. It is an event the 

children love so we would very much like to hold it again this year. If you are in the supermarket 
and spot Easter eggs on offer please pick up an extra one for our Easter raffle. Tickets will go from 
on sale at 20p each (£1 a strip) from the school office on 21st March. The raffle will take place on 
Friday 8th April. All funds will go towards subsidising school visits. 

World Book Day 
Thank you for your enthusiastic engagement in our decorate a vegetable as a book character 

for World Book Day. Some of them were truly amazing. All the children enjoyed the opportunity 
to look at everyone’s efforts. Photographs will be added to the website soon for you to share. All 
children have also received a book and a book voucher to spend in the local shops. They can get a 
free World Book Day book or use it to take £1 off another book of their choice. 

Punctuality 
Please remember that the classroom doors open from 8.50am, the bell is rung for the start of 

school at 8.55am. It is expected that all the children are in their classrooms by this time. We are 
trying to revert back to normal for many of our school routines. Therefore, the gates will again be 
locked at 9am. If you are dropping your child off please ensure that you try to leave our premises 
promptly to enable us to lock the gate.  

Red Nose Day 

Friday 18th March is Red Nose Day. To raise funds for this charity we are proposing having a 
‘come as red as you can’ day. Children will be asked to donate £1 and to come to school wearing 
as much red as they can. There will be prizes for the children who are the reddest! 
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Uniform 

Governors will be opening their ‘preloved uniform shop’ on the first Tuesday of every 
month at 9am from the studio door near the front entrance. Uniform will be available to those 
who need it for a small donation. The first opportunity will be Tuesday 5th April. If you have any 
uniform that your child has grown out of that is still in good condition, please send it into school.  

Can we please remind you that all pupils will be expected to wear school uniform. This 
consists of black school shoes, white polo shirt or cotton shirt, red jumper/cardigan/ sweatshirt 
and grey school trousers/pinafore dress/skirt. There have been a number of children who are 
not wearing the correct PE kit to school. Please note that PE kit is a plain white tee shirt (with no 
advertising logos), black or navy shorts or tracksuit bottoms/leggings (again with no stripes or 
logos), and a red school jumper/sweatshirt/cardigan. Please do not send your child to school on 
their PE day wearing non-uniform sportswear.  

Photographs 
On Wednesday 16th March Phototronics will be in school to take individual school 

photographs. Unfortunately, this year we will not be opening this up to babies and toddlers. We 
will only be photographing families where siblings are in nursery and school.  

Beat the streets 
Beat the Streets began on March 2nd. This initiative will run for 6 weeks. It is designed to get 

children moving. Children can gain points for our school by tapping their card on two Beat Boxes 
within an hour. Then every other Beatbox that is tapped will gain another 10 points. Parents can 
also use a card to gain points for our school, so if you are out walking the dog during the day 
please plan your route to go past at least two Beatboxes to gain points. (Two have been given to 
each child). Travel between Beatboxes must be done via walking, running, skateboarding, 
scooting, cycling – any self powered method. Traveling between the boxes must not be done by 
car, motorbike, motorised scooter etc. We are keen to get onto the leader board. Beatboxes are 
located across the whole of Stockton LA. Please use the maps provided or look at the on-line 
map. You need to register your card in advance. 

Dinners 

All children in Reception, Y1 and Y2 are entitled to a universal free school meal and I would 
encourage you to take advantage of this. We have a three-weekly menu with the option of a hot 
choice or three different types of sandwiches daily. Children select what they would like at the 
beginning of the day. We would encourage all children to take up this entitlement.  

Breakfast Club 
Breakfast Club is available daily from 8.15am. This costs £1 per day and payment can 

be made via Parent Pay. There is no need to book in advance. However please do not leave 
your child outside the Reception area before the doors open, as they are unsupervised. 

Charity Clothing Bank 
Just a reminder that we have a clothing bank near the PE garage on UKS2 yard where 

you can donate any clothing that you or your family no longer require.  

Homework 
All children will have weekly spellings or key words, reading which should be to an adult at 

least three times per week, number bonds or times tables, and either English or Maths. This may 
be on paper or via Teams or Seesaw, whichever is more suitable for the activity. 

Half yearly reports 
Today you will receive your child’s half yearly report. Within the envelope there is a response 

sheet for any comments you may have. If you are concerned about any aspect of your child’s 
report, please email the class teacher and request a telephone consultation to discuss your 
concerns.  

EY outside area 
The work in the EY outdoor space will hopefully begin on March 14th and will take a period 

of a fortnight. This will be a very exciting project that will greatly improve the learning 
environment for our youngest pupils. Whilst the work is happening, we ask you to be extra 
vigilant when dropping off and collecting your child from school. 

 
 
 



 
 

Emails 
At the current time we are endeavouring to send all correspondence to you via email or 

Marvellous Me. Please can you check your junk box regularly in order that you do not miss vital 
information. If you have got a new phone and have lost your Marvellous Me log-in code please 
request a new one. 

Holidays 

The Easter holidays begin on Saturday 9th April and end on Sunday 24h April. Friday 27th 

May will be our day in lieu of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee and has been added on to the start of 
May half term. Our final PD Day will be Friday July 1st and the final day of the summer term is 
Thursday 21st July.  

 
Mrs Elaine Hughes-Narborough  Head teacher   

 
 


