
 

 

        9th January 2023 

 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

I hope you had an enjoyable Christmas and I wish you a Happy New Year. 

I am writing to inform you that I will be retiring as Headteacher here at Thornaby 

Church of England school in July, at the end of this academic year. It has been a very 

hard decision to make. I have been headteacher here since January 2009 and have seen 

many changes and developments to our school during that time. The first of these, for 

those of you who remember, being the building of the EY unit and the demolition of the 

nursery portacabin. Another being the growth of our school from a one and half form 

entry to a two-form entry school in September 2015, which resulted in our school being 

extended providing a range of new rooms and spaces. Right up to the latest development 

of the remodeling of EY outside area last Spring.  

I have always enjoyed coming to work, never a day goes by without a child sharing their 

enthusiasm, laughter and talents…. A certain reason to ‘get up in the morning’. I will miss 

these daily interactions, with the smiles, joy and delight they give.  

I feel that our school has moved a long way from being judged as ‘satisfactory’ by Ofsted 

in 2009 to a grading of ‘good’ in 2013 where it remains today. Conversion to an academy in 

July 2019 with the Dales Trust of Church of England schools will, I am sure, provide 

support for the work here into the future. I feel incredibly proud to have led the school 

through all these changes.  

The school is very dear to my heart, and I will leave with a great many memories of staff, 

students, parents and Governors – past and present. The heart of Thornaby Church of 

England is, of course, the children. Their energy, eagerness and achievements has made 

this job so rewarding. It has given me pleasure to see the children of Thornaby growing 

and developing into such confident, successful, happy learners. None of this would have 

been possible without the dedication of the Thornaby Church of England staff. Everyone 

is fully committed to the school vision and works extremely hard to provide the best for 

our pupils. I am grateful for their support and devotion to ensuring that our school is 

always the best it can be. I wish to say a special ‘thank you’ to you as parents for your 

wonderful support, over many years, which has meant a lot to me. I feel incredibly 

blessed to be part of the family we are here. It has been an absolute privilege to have led 

Thornaby Church of England for the past 14 years.   

I am giving two terms notice to the Trustees and Governing Body to ensure that an 

excellent candidate can be found to take over my work at this amazing school.  

The Trust will now advertise the post nationally and I have every confidence that they 

will appoint an outstanding candidate who will continue to bring further success to 

Thornaby Church of England School. I am sure Mr Chubb, CEO, and Mrs. Rigg, Chair of 

Governors, will contact you once an appointment has been made. 

 
Yours  

 
Mrs E Hughes-Narborough 

 Head teacher 

 

 


