
 
 

                                                 Reading Policy 

 

Early Reading and Phonics 

At Thornaby Church of England Primary School, we aim to foster a love of 

language and reading and, therefore, attach great importance to enabling our 

children to become fluent readers. 

We use ‘Supersonic Phonic Friends’ as our phonics scheme. This programme is a 

fully systematic, synthetic phonic approach ranging from the simple to the 

complex spellings of the alphabetic code. Supported by their Supersonic Phonic 

friends, this approach will ensure children develop confidence and apply each 

skill to their own reading and writing. 

The benefits of this approach include: 

 Active engagement at all times ensuring every session is maximised, making 

every minute count. Fun and physical indoor and outdoors and so much more… 

 Supersonic Phonic Friends fully meets the DFE’s 16 Essential Core Criteria. It 

ensures commitment, consistent, creative quality first teaching of 

phonics across all key stages. 

 Injecting new life into phonics. Exciting, engaging and brain friendly phonics 

made simple and easy for teachers and children. 

 Every child is taught tailored phonics sessions to suit their stage of 

development each and every single day for approximately 30 minutes per 

session. 

 All staff have been trained in this approach which means we ensure that our 

phonics times are protected. 

 

By the end of Year 2, most children will have completed the Phonics scheme of 

learning and are ready to access the NC spelling programme. However, no child 

is left behind at Thornaby C of E. For a small number of children that may 

require further teaching to support reading and writing, we offer further 

intervention in Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 where required. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Reading Scheme 

Children who are studying phonics will receive reading books that fully match 

their secure phonic knowledge. 

Once the children are secure in all Phonics phases, they will move onto ‘Banded 

Books’. They will then remain on the banded book until they are reading GREY 

books fluently and with understanding. At this stage, children will be moved to a 

‘Free Reader.’ It is expected that MOST children will be ready to move to ‘Free 

Reader’ by the end of Year 4. A record is kept each time they get a new book. 

Children should move onto the next level as soon as they are ready, they do not 

have to read every single book.  

Children in our school should be heard read their reading book as much as 

possible and at least once a week. Teachers should check they are on the 

correct level and that they have a record of the books they have read/changing 

their books frequently. Priority reader’s should be identified as those who do 

not access reading at home and also less able readers.  

The lending library in KS1 and KS2 will be open to all children, no matter their 

book band or phonics level, so they can take a book home to share.  

Guided Reading 

By the Summer term in Reception and throughout KS1, children will take part in 

small group Guided Reading sessions, three to five times a week. 

Children who still need further support with reading in KS2 will continue to take 

part in small group Guided Reading sessions twice a week. 

It is expected that children are heard to read by an adult in school at least 

once week (more often in EY and KS1). This could be by a teacher, TA or a 

member of our Reading Team. Our Reading Team is made up of members from 

the local community who have volunteered to read with our children and have 

undergone training alongside our staff.  

 



 
 

 

Whole Class Reading 

In KS2 (from the end of autumn term in Year 3), children will take part in 

‘Whole Class Reading’ 30-minute sessions three times a week. The Reading 

curriculum has been planned so that the texts become more difficult each year. 

This could be because of more complex syntax or through the themes presented 

in the text.  

Each week, the extracts used are based around a theme but the texts could 

come from a range of sources. We believe it is important for children to receive 

a rich and diverse diet of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. This also includes song 

lyrics and picture books. 

Each session starts with a vocabulary check and quick-fire recall questions. At 

Thornaby C of E Primary, we understand that children’s ability to comprehend 

what they are reading is dependent on their understanding of the language used 

and their understanding of the world around them. By enabling the children to 

take part in high-quality, rich discussion around the text we endeavour to build 

on their knowledge and understanding of both language and the world. 

Sometimes pupils may be asked to write down their thoughts in their Reading 

log.  

Please see samples of themes from each year below.  

Year 3                                                   Year 4  

                 

 



 
 

 

 

Year 5                                                  Year 6   

                        

 

Class Novel 

Although pupils study short extracts in their reading sessions, we understand 

the importance of reading a text in its entirety. In KS1, class texts fit with the 

themes of the topic in order to further develop children’s understanding. A 

Reading Spine has been created to ensure staff are choosing books which are 

diverse, show a range of main characters and are both modern and classic texts. 

We know it is important that our children see themselves in the books that we 

read. The Reading Spine is a live document which is updated and adapted to 

include new releases. Whilst some of these books match with the topic taught, 

some are simply read because they are fantastic books. Children should be read 

to by an adult daily. 

 

Reading at home 

Children are expected to read at home to an adult at least 3 times a week.  

We have a Lending Library in both KS1 and KS2 which is available to all children 

in school to encourage ‘Reading for Pleasure’. We have a range of rewards to 

encourage children to read at home including the Reading Rainbow.  



 
 

Special Educational Needs 

Planning for pupils with SEND is part of the planning process that we do for all 

pupils at Thornaby Church of England School. Removing barriers for pupils with 

SEND ensures that all children can learn and progress in ways that are 

personalised to them but to also ensure they have access to a broad and 

balanced curriculum.    

We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special education needs 

and take reasonable steps to achieve this. To ensure our SEND children learn 

more effectively, it may be appropriate to plan smaller steps for them to 

achieve the learning goal, adapt the task through differentiation, alter the 

materials (such as less on the page, enlarged font, simple language etc), use a 

range of teaching styles or provide additional resources, materials or equipment. 

The modifications we make to each lesson depends on the SEND needs of the 

children and the intended learning outcome.  

 

The SENCO is available to support staff with advice concerning any aspect of 

special educational needs including the provision or adaptations that need to be 

in place for SEND children 

 

Assessment 

Formative assessments are carried out daily in Phonics, Guided Reading sessions, 

and when individual children are listened to read. ‘Live’ whole class or individual 

feedback is given to pupils, by teachers and teaching assistants. Peer to peer 

feedback, discussion and reflection is used regularly as an essential part of 

learning. Assessment activities are varied and can be from discussions with 

pupils, written phonic activities and written comprehension tasks.  

Phonics is assessed weekly and inputted onto the Supersonic Phonic Tracker. 

These enable the teachers and subject leader to monitor pupil progress and 

ensure ‘same day’ and ‘catch-up’ interventions can be put in place so that pupils 

keep the pace in their learning. The subject leader closely monitors pupil 

progress and ensures that the pupils are placed in the correct teaching group to 

support their individual learning needs. 



 
 

At the end of Year 1, pupils complete the Phonics Check in June and those that 

do not pass, will resit the check in Year 2. 

Pupils in Year 1 through to Year 6 also complete a PIRA reading assessment 

termly. Following the completion of these summative assessments, a judgement 

is made as to whether pupils are ready, emerging, developing or secure within a 

level. These are recorded on to Pupil asset. This enables teachers and subject 

leaders to easily monitor the work produced across school. When a pupil reaches 

the end of a key stage, a formal judgement is made using the criteria outlined in 

the Teacher Assessment Framework (TAF). 

 


