Thornaby Church of England Primary
School

History Policy

A high-quality history education equips pupils to think critically, weigh
evidence, sift arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. A
knowledge of Britain's past, and our place in the world, helps us
understand the challenges of our own time.

Introduction

This policy outlines the teaching, organisation and management of History
taught and learnt at Thornaby Church of England Primary School. We
believe that History is the tool of learning and communication and is
about people and their development over a period of time. It is essential
to our understanding of the development of the modern world. Skills
developed through the study of History are applicable to everyday life.
The introduction of the new primary curriculum places a greater value on
British history and this is reflected in each key stage.

Aims
Our aims in history are:

e To help children understand the present in the context of the
past.

e To arouse interest in the past and encourage questioning
speculation and enquiry.

e To foster a sense of identity and an increased understanding of
pupils’ own position in their own community and the world.

e To foster an understanding of various cultural backgrounds.

e To contribute to children's knowledge of how societies and people
have developed over time.

e To promote the skills of argument, hypothesis, chronology,
sequencing, awareness of points of view, observation, evaluation,
research, comparison, deduction, role-play

e To enrich and support other areas of the curriculum.

e To prepare pupils for adult life by helping them to understand the
nature of the society in which we live.



We will achieve these aims by:

e Pupils will study everyday life and culture of people in the past and
make comparisons with their own lives and experiences. Each
subject in KS2 will cover 5 different aspects: food, clothing,
houses, beliefs and achievements.

e Pupils will compare a range of historical events to gain knowledge of
change and the evolution.

o Pupils will be made aware of the history of Black Britons during
Black History Month in October.

e Pupils will be given an understanding of chronology.

o Pupils will recognise change and continuity.

o Pupils will be made aware that historical events often have more
than one cause and consequence.

e Pupils will be introduced to ideas about using evidence and
evaluating evidence.

Equal opportunities

We are committed to providing a teaching environment conducive to
learning. Each child is valued, respected and challenged regardless of
race, gender, religion, social background, culture or disability.

Differentiation

The varying needs and abilities of the children will be catered for
through tasks differing in difficulty and outcome and work will be
catered for within whole class/group or individual work. Appropriate
strategies will be employed for the very able and those with special needs
to allow all children to achieve desired learning outcomes.

Special Educational Needs

Planning for pupils with SEND is part of the planning process that we do
for all pupils at Thornaby Church of England School. Removing barriers
for pupils with SEND ensures that all children can learn and progress in
ways that are personalised to them but to also ensure they have access to
a broad and balanced curriculum.

We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special education
needs and take reasonable steps to achieve this. To ensure our SEND
children learn more effectively, it may be appropriate to plan smaller
steps for them to achieve the learning goal, adapt the task through



differentiation, alter the materials (such as less on the page, enlarged
font, simple language etc), use a range of teaching styles or provide
additional resources, materials or equipment. The modifications we make
to each lesson depends on the SEND needs of the children and the
intended learning outcome.

The SENCO is available to support staff with advice concerning any
aspect of special educational needs including the provision or adaptations
that need to be in place for SEND children

Assessment

Formative assessments are carried out daily and used to clarify learning
and adapt teaching. These are done through mini plenaries and 'live’
individual feedback as pupils work, by teachers and teaching assistants.
Peer to peer feedback, discussion and reflection is used regularly as an
essential part of learning. The Express stage of topic allows for the
children to demonstrate their learning from the topic. Assessment
activities are varied and can be a piece of writing, a quiz, a piece of
practical work or a presentation. Teachers may use evidence from
discussions or written work to assess attainment. Objective sheets are
used at the beginning and end of each topic to assess prior knowledge and
learnt knowledge. The children have the opportunity to reflect on their
learning/self-assess at the end of the topic identifying what they have
learnt throughout the topic. Children will also complete an aspects sheet,
indicating what they have learnt in relation fo our 5 key history aspects
(houses, food, clothing, beliefs and achievements).

Following the completion of these summative assessments a judgement is
made as to whether pupils are working below, at or above the expected
level. These are recorded on a whole school foundation assessment
tracker. This enables subject leaders to easily monitor the work produced
across school. When a pupil reaches the end of a key stage a formal
judgement is made using the same criteria. Reporting to parents occurs
annually with a written report and through parents evening.

Cross Curricular Dimensions

We see History as a natural context for the development of Literacy,
Maths, Geography, R.E., PSHE and I.C.T. Cornerstones allows our school
to fully implement a cross curricular report. Class books have also been
chosen to link to the topic and therefore enables children to build and
retain knowledge of that topic.



Approaches

We teach history though our Cornerstones creative curriculum as a topic
based approach to learning. Through this we are able to cater for the
different learning styles. We teach history in a variety of different ways.
Our curriculum is enhanced through the use of:

e Story

e Timelines - overall and period specific

e Classroom displays

e Role play and drama

e Artwork/model making/craftwork

e Map work

e Use of photos, artefacts and other resources
e Use of primary and secondary sources

e Site and educational visits

e Problem solving/debates/reconstructions

Early Years

We teach history in Foundation as an integral part of ‘Understanding of
the World' and as a school we follow the cornerstones creative
curriculum. As Nursery and reception are part of the Foundation Stage of
the National Curriculum, we relate the children's work to the development
matters statement set out in the Foundation Stage Profile document,
which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five.
History makes a significant contribution to developing a child's knowledge
and understanding of the world through activities such as dressing up in
historical costumes, looking at pictures of famous people in history or
discovering the meaning of new and old in relation to their own lives.

Resources
The History Co-Ordinator has created a set of fopic boxes fo use for
each historical topic. These are currently for KS2 and will soon be
available for KS1 and EYFS. These boxes include:

e Reference books

e Replica and original objects

e Primary and secondary sources

e Costumes

e Information about onsite and of fsite visits.

e Timeline cards



e Knowledge organisers
e Teacher knowledge information.

Health and Safety

Health and safety regulations in class-based lessons apply as for any
other subjects. A separate rick assessment has been provided for the
topic boxes to be used in class.

For school visits appropriately qualified staff will supervise all activities
and a rick assessment will be conducted prior to each visit, with copies of
this provided to all staff on the trip.

Role of the Co-ordinator

e To play a major role in the development of school policy and
practice.

e To have responsibility for securing high standards of teaching and
learning in History and evaluate their effectiveness.

e To ensure that practices improve the quality of history education
throughout the school and raise standards of achievement.

e To inform future priorities and targets for the subject.

e To ensure teachers are familiar with the policy and help them to
plan lessons if required.

e To prepare, organise and lead INSET.

e To work with the SENCO when required.

e To attend INSET provided by the LA.

e To discuss with the Head Teacher, when required, the progress of
the policy throughout the school.



